The health sciences literature contains the most current and detailed accounts of the testing of various phenomena and innovations related to health promotion and disease control. It also contains the best information available for the management of many healthcare problems. It is voluminous, however, and is often neither well written nor organised for easy clinical application. As a result, its use for solving clinical problems is challenging for even the most persistent and knowledgeable clinicians. Most clinicians indicate that they feel overwhelmed by the literature and don't attempt to use it for solving clinical problems.
Unfortunately, audits of the methodological rigour of review articles published in journals over the past few years show that many poor quality reviews are still being published in journals. 4 5 This problem highlights the need for clinicians to have some knowledge of the principles of critical appraisal.
Many journals also publish case reports and case series. Although at first these seem classifiable as clinician-to-clinician communication, they are perhaps best classified as clinician-toscientist communication. They present ideas that are based on careful observations of unplanned events and that need to be tested in future, planned investigations.
Finally, clinical journals also publish non-clinical scientific articles on a wide range of topics, including news, ethics, parables, and letters. These articles leaven the literature and add enjoyment but at a cost if they distract attention from definitive studies or mislead readers into thinking they bear definitive news for clinical practice when they do not.
Problem oriented searching of the clinical literature
The most potent stimuli to learning in clinical practice are the clinical problems we encounter when caring for our patients. To use the clinical literature to help us address these problems, we need to know how to search that literature effectively and efficiently. Recent EBM Notes in Evidence-Based Medicine have described both existing resources and search techniques to help clinicians gain quick, easy access to the evidence needed for specific patient questions 6 7 : These include finding the systematic reviews, evidence-based summaries, and original scientist-toclinician reports relevant to patient care. Although there is no single complete solution, existing resources are improving and new ones being developed that we wish to keep readers abreast of (appendix).
A new addition to this journal
Growth of evidence resources has exploded over the past few years, and it is now becoming a challenge for clinicians to find the most valid and useful evidence-based resources with which to practice. Beginning with this issue, a section titled "Resource Corner" will publish reviews of evidence-based healthcare resources written by frontline clinicians. These resources will include journals (primary and secondary), evidence-based textbooks, computer software, and web sites. Each issue of the journal will contain up to 2 reviews of such products.
Only clinicians without competing interests in the resource under review will be asked to write a review. Our reviewers will be asked to consider specific methodological guides (available to view on http://hiru.mcmaster.ca) when assessing these resource products. In particular, they will consider whether the authors of the resources have identified explicit criteria for determining the validity of the evidence and whether they adhere to these criteria. The reviewers will also provide a "bottom line" recommendation indicating whether and how the resource could be used in practice. We will make the reviews available on the web and will provide electronic links to the reviewed product where possible.
If you would like to review an evidence-based healthcare resource for this journal or would like to nominate a product to be reviewed, please contact us (Dr Sharon Straus, Department of Medicine, Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto, Ontario M5G 1X5, Canada; Fax + 1 416 586 8434). 
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